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QUARTERLY CONNECTIONS

JANUARY- MARCH 2024



Connecting to the Basics

Feb. 24, 2024

Registration 

Opens

 December1st

Spaces will be limited

Conference

8:30am-4pm

Lunch

is 

Provided



Connecting to the Basics
Topic: Teaching Essentials in Early Education

8:30-4:00 (lunch provided)
This event meets the requirements for a conference

for Tiered Reimbursement status
6 WV STARS Hours

Full attendance is required for conference credit

Behavior Basics: Addressing Challenging Behaviors

The Daily Deeds: Schedules, Transitions & Routines

View it in Your Room: Organizing Your Space

No Eyes in the Back of Your Head: Active
Supervision

Name (Please Print)_________________________________________
Center/Facility Name if applicable_________________________
Phone Number_______________________________________________
County (where care is provided)____________________________
Email (required)_____________________________________________
WV STARS # (required)_____________________________________

Return to: Camille Humphrey, 1 Player's Club Dr. Charleston, WV 25311
Email: Camille.R.Humphrey@wv.gov

Breakout Session Choices
(chose one from each group; space is limited) 



MEET THE TEAM

IT SPECIALISTS

Connect Professional 
Development Team

EC SPECIALISTS

QIS

BEHAVIORAL
CONSTULTANT

TRAILS

Holly Irwin
Holly.B.Irwin@wv.gov

Heather Little
Heather.A.Little@wv.gov

Heather Barry
Heather.H.Barry@wv.gov

Kristin Smith
Kristin.E.Smith@wv.gov

Vacant

Lea Wheeler
Lea.N.Wheeler@wv.gov

Lindsey Wellman
Lindsey.M.Wellman@wv.gov

Nikki Johnson
Jackelyn.N.Johnson@wv.gov

Ashley Smith 
Ashley.B.Smith@wv.gov

Marissa Hanna
Marissa.L.Hanna@wv.gov



Contact The Connect
Management Team!  We're

here to help!

Teauna Bennett, 
Program Director

teauna.d.bennett@wv.gov

Miranda Dunlap,
Assistant Director

miranda.n.dunlap@wv.gov

Shantae Williams,
Subsidy Supervisor

shantae.l.williams@wv.gov

Chelsie Hunt,
Subsidy Supervisor

chelsie.p.hunt@wv.gov

Jordan Sharps,
Subsidy Supervisor

jordan.e.sharps@wv.gov

Camille Humphrey,
Professional Development

Supervisor
camille.r.humphrey@wv.gov

Do you have questions or
need assistance?



meet:

Marissa Hanna 
Marissa is our newest member of the TRAILS team. After working with 

children in and out of a child care center for the past 5+ years, she is joining us as

a TRAILS Associate. Marissa recently worked as a lead toddler teacher and is 

looking forward to bringing her classroom skills to the TRAILS team. Marissa has 

also completed Mind in the Making, WV/IT I, and has earned her Child 

Development Associate Certificate. Outside of work, Marissa enjoys cooking, 

crafting, traveling with her family and husband, and spending time with her dog,

Gypsy. 



MEET YOUR
NURSES

Candy Morgan, RN - Child Care
Nurse Health Consultant

Charleston, WV
Cell Phone: (304) 840-2967
Email: cmorgan@rvcds.org

A Child Care Nurse Health Consultant
works with child care providers, directors,
and/or owners to promote the health and
safety of children in the child care setting.

These consultants can provide expert
guidance and technical assistance on a
wide range of health and safety topics.

Child Care Nurse Health Consultants have
the training to access appropriate

resources to assist child care providers in
successfully including children with special

health or medical needs.

Harmony Vance
Nurse Health Educator

Candy Morgan
Nurse Health Consultant

Child Care Health Educators are
great resources for free WV
STARS approved trainings,

educational handouts, and
information regarding health,

safety, and nutrition guidelines.
They are educated individuals
on health, safety, and nutrition
topics as they relate to child

care.
611 Seventh Avenue, Suite 322

Huntington, WV 25701
Phone: (304) 529-7603 - (888)

WVECTCR
Extension: 3437

Cell Phone: (304) 690-5826
Fax: (304) 529-2535

Email: hvance@rvcds.org

mailto:cmorgan@rvcds.org
mailto:hvance@rvcds.org


As a childcare provider
you are a mandated

reporter.

 If you suspect any child
abuse or neglect you

must call the
WV Child Abuse and

Neglect Hotline at:

1-800-352-6513
24 hours a day 7 days a

week











TRAILS 
is 

now 
Digital



FOR INQUIRIES, GIVE US A

CALL AT 304-414-4488
Must be at least 18 years of age and able to read, write, understand, and carry out all
provisions of this rule, fulfill training requirements offered, and other requirements.
Please meet contact the Provider Case Manager at Connect for a full list of
requirements.

RESOURCE AND REFERRAL
CONNECT CHILD CARE

connect@wv.gov https://www.connectccrr.org/



Parents 
Welcome

All trainings provided at Connect are
open to parents and the families of

children in our community

 For more information and assistance with
signing up for classes, please contact a

member of the PD Team. Individual contact
info is located on the Connect website. 

All training sessions are free of charge and
hosted by trained professionals.

JOIN US

More information : 304-414-4488 miranda.n.dunlap@wv.gov



online trainings in-person trainings
January 

Let’s Make a Menu – Harmony Vance
8th 6:30 – 8:30 pm                   

Safe Sleep Practices – Harmony Vance
23rd 6:30 – 8:30 pm          

Infant Feeding – Renee Stonebraker
31st 12:00 – 1:00 pm   

February
New Recipe’s 1 – Renee Stonebraker

 13th 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Childhood Obesity – Renee Stonebraker

 21st 12:00 - 1:00 pm
New Recipes 2 – Harmony Vance

 27th 6:30 – 8:30 pm

March
Stress Management – Harmony Vance

 4th 6:30 – 8:30 pm
Indoor and Outdoor Safety – Harmony Vance

 20th 12:00 – 2:00 pm
Breastfeeding Basics – Renee Stonebraker

 26th 6:30 – 8:30 pm

February 6th 
Bed Bugs and Beyond – Harmony Vance

6:30-8:30
1 Players Club Drive

Charleston, WV 25311

March 12th 
Let’s Move – Harmony Vance

6:30-8:30
1 Players Club Drive

Charleston, WV 25311

Child Care Health Educator
Trainings January, February,

March 2024



&C P R  T R A I N I N G
F I R S T  A I D

January 11th: 5pm-9pm
January 17th: 9am-1pm

January 25th: 5pm-9pm (Jackson Co.)
February 7th: 5pm-9pm
February 14th: 9am-1pm
February 29th: 5pm-9pm

March 20th: 9am-1pm
March 21st: 5pm-9pm

Classes are $25 - money order due by start of
class.  WV STARS Registered Hours. 

Now
 Offering!

To Register Contact: 
Nikki Johnson                    Ashley Smith
(304) 348-3673                   (304) 348-3668

Jackelyn.N.Johnson@wv.gov   Ashley.B.Smith@wv.gov



Family Child Care
Infant/ToddlerTRIP Training

Family Child Care Providers will
receive 4 hours of WV STARS hours

while learning about best practices for
infants/toddlers in your program.

Contact Nikki or Ashley
304-539-7449

Ash ley .B .Smith@wv .gov
Jacke lyn .N .Johnson@wv .gov



BUILDING
A FIRM

FOUNDATION 

Contact your

TRAILS specialists

today!

Fa
m

ily
 C

hi
ld

 C
ar

e

Module 1 - How Children Grow 
Module 2 - Organizing Your Home & Day 
Module 3 - How Children Learn 
Module 4 - Building Positive
Relationships

Contact Nikki or Ashley to
Register.

(304) 539-7449



Circle time with schoolers...
A Daily Approach to Develop Positive Relationships

Do you find it a

struggle for your

afterschool kiddos to

listen, engage 

and connect 

with you and their

 classmates?

This 1 Hour, Online
training aims to lay thefoundation for building

those skills in yourclassroom through a dailymeeting. You will learnstrategies for creating aneffective meeting to
create those positive

relationships!

Register on STARS 

*January 17th from 7-8    

  *March 11th from 12-1

For more info or help please contact:
Kristin Smith

Afterschool Early Childhood Specialist
Kristin.E.Smith@wv.gov

(304)348-3679



Participants will learn about a national program that
connects families to resources right here in WV. This
free referral service, Help Me Grow, is funded by the
Office of Maternal, Child and Family Health through

the West Virginia Home Visitation Program. Attendees
will understand how Help Me Grow (HMG) can partner
with them to connect families to the resources they
need for children birth through five. Participants will
be shown the new search and referral platform that

was created with an innovation grant to help close the
feedback loop for agencies.

A BETTER
FUTURE

STARTS WITH
HELP ME

GROW!

FEBUARY 8, 2024
7:00-8:00 PM

More information please contact
Lea Wheeler at Lea.N.Wheeler@wv.gov or

call 304-348-3671



For more information:
email heather.a.little@wv.gov

call (304) 348-3650

WVIT-1
Administrator
Presented by: Heather Little

On-Line

Monday January 8th, 2024 9-11 pm

    Tuesday January 9th, 2024 9 am - 12 pm



Hybrid 
In-Person for Kanawha County

Online for Clay, Roane and Jackson



WVIT 2 
PRE-REQUISITE- COMPLETED WVIT 1-R

February   5,12, 26
March   4,11,18,25

April    1,8,15
3:30-7PM

Please Contact Holly Irwin
Phone: 304-348-3704

email: holly.b.irwin@wv.gov

In person***



THE GROWING BRAIN
A 7 PART MODULE SERIES

21 HOURS STARS CREDIT

PRESENTED AT THE CONNECT OFFICE
ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 5:30-8:30 PM

TO REGISTER PLEASE CONTACT:

HOLLY IRWIN
(304) 348-3704

HOLLY.B.IRWIN@WV.GOV

KRISTIN SMITH
(304) 348-3679

KRISTIN.E.SMITH@WV.GOV
OR

JANUARY 
 24, 31

FEBRUARY 
7, 21, 28

PARTICIPANTS
MUST ATTEND

THE FIRST
AND LAST

SESSIONS AND
CAN ONLY
MISS ONE

CLASS. 
MARCH 

13, 20



  February ~ April 2024 
   

Director’s Overview       February 1st ~ 10 am - noon
Session 1: Introduction                            February    6   
Skill 1:  Focus and Self Control                                  13 
Skill 2:  Perspective Taking                                         20 
Skill 3:  Communicating                                              27 
Skill 4:  Making Connections                        March      5 
Skill 5:  Critical Thinking                                               19
Skill 6:  Taking on Challenges                                      26 
Skill 7:  Self-Directed/Engaged Learning         April     2 

Two Technical Assistance Required: February and April
Participants must attend 1st and last class  

26 STARS credit hours and resources awarded
All sessions Tuesday nights from 6:30-8:30

Connect Office – 1 Players Club Drive, Charleston, WV 25311
   

 For more information contact: 
Heather Hatcher Barry               heather.h.barry@wv.gov              

304-348-3669                              FAX# 304-414-4694       



Connect Housekeeping Guidelines
All professional development sessions are WV STARS registered and begin and end on
time. You must be present in the classroom by the start time, or you will not receive WV

STARS credit. No late entry into sessions will be admitted.

All online professional development session participants must arrive prior to the start of
the session, stay for the duration of the session and be active and engaged in the session

for at least 80% of the session. Active and engaged means participating in polls,
discussions and available to answer questions. Webcams are not required but are

encouraged. 

For online professional development sessions, only one person may be logged in per
device or computer in order for participants to receive credit. You may log in from a cell

phone, tablet, laptop or desktop computer. 

Each participant must log in to online sessions using their own unique link from their
STARS registration. Links can not be share if participants want to receive credit. 

Child care providers will not be responsible for the care of children during any online
professional development session. 

You may not, under any circumstances, bring children to any of the professional
development sessions.

Should trainings not meet the minimum registration requirements, the session will be
cancelled. Participants will be notified 24 hours prior to a session via email if sessions are

cancelled. Sessions will be rescheduled as a trainer’s schedule allows. 

Trainings held at childcare centers or facilities must have an administrator present for
the entire session

If there is a school cancellation or delay due to extreme weather conditions in a county
in which training is scheduled, the training will be cancelled for the day. You will be

contacted when it is rescheduled.



  Date and
Time

  

Location Session Title
  CKCC’s/

  Age Group/
  Level

  

  Professional   Development
Provider

  

1/8/24
7-8pm Online

A Hero’s Journey: Character
Development for School-aged

Children
CGD, EC, School-age Lindsey Wellman 

1/11/24
5-9pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Nikki Johnson

1/11/24
6:30-8:30pm In-Person Partnering with Parents FCR, EC,               

All Ages Heather Barry

1/15/24
7-8pm Online ACES 101 CGD, All Ages Lea Wheeler

1/17/24
9am-1pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Ashley Smith

1/17/24
7-8pm Online Circle Time with Schoolers HSN, Afterschool Kristin Smith

1/18/24
6:30-8:30pm

In-Person Making a Difference HSN, All Ages Lindsey Wellman 

1/22/24
6:30-8pm In-Person Spreading HOPE CGD,FCR, All Ages Lea Wheeler

January



  Date and
Time

  

Location Session Title
  CKCC’s/

  Age Group/
  Level

  

  Professional   Development
Provider

  

1/22/24
6:30-8:30pm In-Person It’s Routine EC, PREK Heather Barry

1/25/24
5-9pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Ashley Smith

January



  Date and
Time

  

Location Session Title
  CKCC’s/

  Age Group/
  Level

  

  Professional   Development
Provider

  

2/1/24
7-8pm Online Quality Environments EC, All Ages Nikki Johnson

2/5/24
7-8pm Online

A Hero’s Journey: Character
Development for School-aged

Children

CGD, EC,   
School-age Lindsey Wellman

2/7/24
5-9pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Ashley Smith

2/8/24
7-8pm Hybrid A Better Future Starts With

Help Me Grow!
CGD, FC,         

All Ages Lea Wheeler

2/14/24
9am-1pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Nikki Johnson

2/15/24
7-8pm Online ACEs 102 CGD, HSN,      

All Ages Lea Wheeler

2/21/24
7-8pm

Online Developmentally Appropriate
Practices 

CGD,EC 
PreK Heather Barry

2/29/24
5-9pm

In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid HSN, All Ages Nikki Johnson

February



  Date and
Time

  

Location Session Title
  CKCC’s/

  Age Group/
  Level

  

  Professional   Development
Provider

  

3/4/24
6:30-8:30pm Online Facilitating Friendships CGD, EC

PreK Heather Barry

3/11/24
12-1pm Online Circle Time with Schoolers HSN,

Afterschool Kristin Smith

3/11/24
7-8pm Online ACE’s 103 CGD, HSN

All Ages Lea Wheeler

3/14/24
6:30-8pm In-Person Spreading HOPE CGD, FCR,

All Ages Lindsey Wellman

3/18/24
7-8pm Online

A Hero’s Journey: Character
Development for School-aged

Children

CGD, EC,
School-age Lindsey Wellman

3/20/24
9am-1pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid

HSN,      
All Ages Nikki Johnson

3/21/24
5-9pm In-Person Heartsaver CPR and First Aid

HSN,       
All Ages Ashley Smith

3/25/24
6:30-8pm

In-Person How-To’s with Social Stories EC
All Ages Lea Wheeler 

March



Summaries
C P R / F I R S T  A I D

Heartsaver First Aid CPR AED provides students the highest quality training in the lifesaving
skills of first aid, CPR, and use of an AED. This course empowers students to act with confidence

in the event of an emergency at work, home, or in the community.

S P R E A D I N G  H O P E
The HOPE training will aim to shift how we see and talk about the positive experiences that
support children’s growth and development into healthy, resilient adults. This training will

cover the research showing how positive childhood experiences influence healthy
development and reduce the effects of adverse childhood experiences. We will learn about the
four building blocks of HOPE and how we can provide access to them. Together we will learn
how we can incorporate the HOPE framework into practice to advance the health and well-

being of the children in our care. 

DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE PRACTICES PRE-K
What does DAP look like in preschool? This one-hour online training will provide insight for

intentional teaching strategies, developmentally appropriate environments and activities that
can help create optimal learning experiences for preschool children.

A  H E R O ’ S  J O U R N E Y :  C H A R A C T E R  D E V E L O P M E N T  F O R  S C H O O L - A G E D
C H I L D R E N

T h i s  1 - h o u r  o n l i n e  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  C h a r a c t e r
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  f o c u s e s  o n  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g  c h a r a c t e r

d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  s c h o o l - a g e d  c h i l d r e n .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c h a r a c t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t e a c h i n g

c h a r a c t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  s c h o o l - a g e d  c h i l d r e n .

Q U A L I T Y  E N V I R O N M E N T S  O V E R V I E W
T h i s  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  f a m i l y  c h i l d  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t o  t h e  F a m i l y

C h i l d  C a r e  E n v i r o n m e n t  R a t i n g  S c a l e .  T h e  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  d i s c u s s  h o w  t h e
F C C E R S  i s  u s e d  i n  c l a s s r o o m s ,  w h y  t h e  F C C E R S  a n d  h o w  t h e  F C C E R S

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  T i e r e d  R e i m b u r s e m e n t  P r o g r a m  i n  W V .  F a m i l y  c h i l d  c a r e
p r o v i d e r s  w i l l  g e t  a  b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  f o r  t h e  F C C E R S  a n d  b e
p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h i s  a r e a .



C I R C L E  T I M E  W I T H  S C H O O L E R S
Circle Time is a popular activity that’s used in many programs to help develop positive

relationships between children. This 1 hour online training aims to give them tools to engage
with and listen to each other. Providing a daily meeting with school age children is a powerful

tool that nurtures their social, emotional, cognitive, and language development. This
dedicated time for group interactions sets the stage for meaningful learning experiences and

lays the foundation for your classroom. This training will cover strategies for creating an
effective daily meeting to help create positive relationships and structure of your room.

M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E :  M A N D A T E  T O  R E P O R T
Making a Difference: Mandate to Report, is a training session for mandated reporters of

suspected child abuse and neglect.

U N D E R S T A N D I N G  A C E S :  A C E S  1 0 1  
D u r i n g  t h i s  o n e - h o u r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  w i l l  b e
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  A d v e r s e  C h i l d h o o d  E x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h

a w a r e n e s s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .

A C E S  1 0 2 :  O V E R C O M I N G  A D V E R S E  C H I L D H O O D  E X P E R I E N C E S
ACEs 102: Overcoming Adverse Childhood Experiences will provide a brief overview of adverse

childhood experiences (ACEs) and learn ways to overcome them. This training will examine and
help you understand the variables related to resilience, protective factors, and safe, stable, and

nurturing relationships and environments. 

A C E S  1 0 3 :  P R E V E N T I N G  A D V E R S E  C H I L D H O O D  E X P E R I E N C E S
ACEs 103: Preventing Adverse Childhood Experiences will provide an overview of adverse

childhood experiences and the impact of trauma. It will also help you identify some of the root
causes of adverse childhood experiences and look at the best practices for preventing ACEs

through individuals, families, schools, and communities.

H O W  T O ’ S  W I T H  S O C I A L  S T O R I E S  ( 1 . 5  H R S  E C )
S o c i a l  s t o r i e s  a r e  c r e a t e d  a n d  u s e d  i n  a  l o t  o f  d i f f e r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s .  T h e y

c a n  h e l p  w i t h  t h i n g s  f r o m  d i f f i c u l t  b e h a v i o r s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  t o  r o u t i n e
c h a n g e s .  H o w  T o ’ s  W i t h  S o c i a l  S t o r i e s  w i t h  h e l p  d e f i n e  s o c i a l  s t o r i e s  a n d

e x p l o r e  h o w  s o c i a l  s t o r i e s  c a n  b e  u s e d .  T h i s  t r a i n i n g  w i l l  a l s o  e x a m i n e  t h e
b e n e f i t s  o f  u s i n g  s o c i a l  s t o r i e s  a n d  w i l l  g o  o v e r  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  c r e a t i n g

y o u r  o w n  s o c i a l  s t o r y .



.

IT’S ROUTINE! PRE-K
This in-person session will examine how an effective daily routine can enhance a preschool
child’s development. Discussion will include ideas to help create a predictable routine and
environment that promotes interaction and learning, while being responsive to children’s

needs.

FACILITATING FRIENDSHIPS PRE-K
This one hour online session will focus on assisting preschool children to establish and

maintain meaningful peer relationships. Discussion will include why early friendships are
important and the needed skills for developing friendships. We will examine the WV PreK

Standards’ social relationship domain and highlight literary resources that focus on friendship
making skills.

A BETTER FUTURE STARTS WITH HELP ME GROW!
 Participants will learn about a national program that connects families to resources right here
in WV. This free referral service, Help Me Grow, is funded by the Office of Maternal, Child and

Family Health through the West Virginia Home Visitation Program. Attendees will understand
how Help Me Grow (HMG) can partner with them to connect families to the resources they
need for children birth through five. Participants will be shown the new search and referral

platform that was created with an innovation grant to help close the feedback loop for
agencies. (LeeAnn Blankenship will be providing the training)

PARTNERING WITH PARENTS PRE-K
This in-person session will help participants create a welcoming preschool classroom

environment for parents and families.  We will examine various ways to communicate,
encourage, and involve the child’s most influential teachers to become partners in their child’s

learning.



1 Player's Club Drive 
Charleston, WV 25311

304-414-4488

Come See Us!
Come See Us!


